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W
ho

W
e

A
re

A
s

a
voluntary

and
nonprofitcor-

poration,
the

D
SA

consists
of

m
em

bersand
a

board
ofdirectors,serv-

ing
three-year

term
s.

T
he

board
ofdi-

rectorselectsa
slateofoffi

cersw
ho

serve
one-year

term
s.

A
llm

em
bers

are
eligi-

ble
to

pursue
seats

on
the

board
ofdi-

rectors
as

wellas
offi

cer
positions.

W
hat

W
e

D
o

T
he

D
SA

furthers
its

m
ission

in
a

num
ber

of
different

ways,
offering

avenues
for

any
level

of
participation,

from
leadership

rolesto
sim

ply
support-

ing
w

ith
dues

and
reading.

•
R

ecently,
we

began
publishing

a
m

onthly
new

sletter,The
DSA

News-
cast,containing

new
s,events,and

in-
form

althoughts
from

m
em

bers.
•

Educational
program

s
regarding

m
athem

atics
in

generaland
alterna-

tive
bases

in
particular.

•
R

epublishing
older

works
regarding

base
twelve.

•
Publishing

new
works,

and
m

aking
available

software
and

other
tools,

for
working

in
base

twelve.
•

O
ur

flagship
publication,

The
Duodecim

al
Bulletin,

in
continuous

publication
since

1161
(1945.).
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B
asic

T
exts

Jam
es

M
alone.

“Eggsactly
a

D
ozen.”

http://www.dozenal.org/
drupal/content/eggsactly-
dozen.

G
ene

Zirkel.
“D

ecim
al-D

ozenalC
on-

version
Rules.”

http://www.
dozenal.org/drupal/content/
decimal-dozenal-conversion-
rules.

G
ene

Zirkel.
“A

BriefIntroduction
to

D
ozenalC

ounting.”
http://www.

dozenal.org/drupal/content/
brief-introduction-dozenal-
counting.

Jay
Schiffm

an.
“Fundam

entalO
per-

ations
in

the
D

uodecim
alSys-

tem
.”

http://www.dozenal.org/
drupal/content/fundamental-
operations-duodecimal-system.

T
he

D
ozenal

Society
of

A
m

erica
708

O
rchard

Street
M

artinsville,VA
24112

http://www.dozenal.org
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T
he

D
ozenal

Society
of

A
m

erica

T
he

D
ozenal

Society
of

A
m

er-
ica

isa
voluntary,nonprofitedu-

cationalcorporation,
organized

for
the

conduct
ofresearch

and
educa-

tion
ofthe

public
in

the
use

ofdozenal
(also

called
duodecim

alor
base

twelve)
in

calculations,
m

athem
atics,

weights
and

m
easures,

and
other

branches
of

pure
and

applied
science.

Incorporated
in

N
ew

York
State

in
1161

(1945.),
for

nearly
six

dozen
yearstheD

SA
haspursued

thism
ission.

From
the

early
years

producing
tables

of
logarithm

s,
trigonom

etric
functions,

and
other

essentialtools;to
m

odern
ef-

forts
to

create
software

and
digitalm

e-
dia;and

in
thepublication

ofitsflagship
journal,

The
Duodecim

alBulletin;
the

D
SA

has
furthered

the
study

of
alter-

native
bases,

particularly
twelve,

m
ore

than
any

other
organization.

W
illyou

consider
joining

us?
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W
hat

is
D

ozenal?

D
ozenal

is
counting

in
twelves,

rather
than

in
tens.

Instead
of

counting
“one

through
ten,”

then
“eleven

through
twenty,”

and
so

on,we
count

“one
through

dozen,”
“dozen-one

through
two

dozen,”
and

so
on.

To
do

this,we
need

two
new

char-
acters;we

w
illuse

“
”

for“ten”
and

“
”

for
“eleven.”

(O
ften,

these
are

w
ritten

sim
ply

as
“X

”
and

“E.”)
W

e
count

so:
0

1
2

3
4

5
6

7
8

9
10

11
12

13
14

15
16

17
18

19
1

1
20

21
22

T
his

is
read

“nine,
ten,

eleven,
dozen;

dozen
one,

dozen
two,

dozen
three...dozen

nine,
dozen

ten,
dozen

eleven,two
dozen;

two
dozen

one,two
dozen

two...
T

hink
of

it
like

crates,
boxes,

and
cartons

of
eggs,

w
hich

we
always

pack
by

the
dozen:

C
rates

Boxes
C

artons
Eggs

7
5

Each
carton

holds
a

dozen
eggs,

each
box

a
dozen

cartons,
and

each
crate

a
dozen

boxes.
D

ozenalcounting
is

sim
-

ply
this:

counting
in

units
and

powers
oftwelve.Fora

quick
(single-page)and

easy
but

thorough
explanation

of
this,

see
“Eggsactly

a
D

ozen”
by

the
D

SA
’s

Jam
esM

alone
(a

U
R

L
isprinted

on
the

back
ofthis

pam
phlet).
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H
ow

to
Speak

in
D

ozens

T
here

are
m

any
ways

to
do

this;
one

of
the

m
ost

popular
is

“Sys-
tem

atic
D

ozenal
N

om
enclature.”

sdn
uses

the
G

reek
roots

know
n

well
from

com
m

on
words

and
chem

ical
elem

ent
nam

es
and

applies
them

to
dozenal.

n
W

ord
10

n
10

−
n

0
Zero

N
ilqua

N
ilcia

1
O

ne
U

nqua
U

ncia
2

Two
Biqua

Bicia
3

T
hree

Triqua
Tricia

4
Four

Q
uadqua

Q
uadcia

5
Five

Pentqua
Pentcia

6
Six

H
exqua

H
excia

7
Seven

Septqua
Septcia

8
Eight

O
ctqua

O
ctcia

9
N

ine
Ennqua

Enncia
Ten

D
ecqua

D
eccia

Eleven
Levqua

Levcia
10

Twelve
U

nnilqua
U

nnilcia
So

“500”
(five

dozen
dozen,zero

dozen,
and

zero)
is

“five
biqua.”

“763
”

(seven
dozen

dozen
dozen,

six
dozen

dozen,
three

dozen,
and

ten)
is

“seven
triqua

six
threeten.”

W
hen

therearefractions,
use

“;”
rather

than
“.”

and
say

it
“dit”;

so
fiveand

a
third

is“fiveditfour”(5;4).
O

r,ifyou
prefer,use

the
old

words
“dozen,”

“gross,”
and

“great-gross.”
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W
hy

Study
D

ozens?

T
here

are
m

any
advantages

to
counting

in
dozens

rather
than

in
tens.

T
he

clearest
is

easier
fractions.

For
exam

ple,
dozenalhas

clean
thirds;

that
is,thirds

term
inate

(0;4
and

0;8),
unlike

decim
al’s

0.333...In
fact,allin-

tegers
1–10

(twelve,in
base

twelve)
ex-

cept
for

5,7,
,and

have
sim

ple,ter-
m

inating
fractions

in
dozenal;

you
can

see
a

few
exam

ples
here:

0;6
0;4

0;8
0.5

0.333
...

0.666
...

0;3
0;9

0;16
0.25

0.76
0.125

0;46
0;76

0;6
0.375

0.625
0.875

T
his

a
great

convenience,
and

dozenal
bringsm

any
m

ore;learn
m

ore
athttp:

//www.dozenal.org.


